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Judge John Reilly : Bad Medicine: A Judges Struggle for Justicein a First Nations Community before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Bad Medicine: A Judges
Struggle for Justice in a First Nations Community:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. What a breath of "reality" air!By Full Spectrum LeadershipLet me


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1926855035

say right away that | was at first sceptical, then surprised, and then delighted.Coming from the system that created
much of the "law" that governs us today, | was intrigued when "Bad Medicine" was recommended to me, asit was
written by someone from the "system". | approached the book with my usual scepticism when they are presented by
authors proclaiming an awakening.In one delightful sitting, | was clearly in Judge John Reilly's corner. With a candor
uncommon in his peer group, Judge Reilly addresses the issues that substantially affect the Aboriginal community he
serves, and it's heartbreaking.However, what impacted me more, was what Judge Reilly learned about himself. In my
world, judges have been stoic, unflinching, measured, and mostly, aloof. Judge Reilly, with his addressing First Nation
issues that affect us al, also showed a compassion, vulnerability, and courage that serves as an outstanding example of
what we all can become. | like the example of leadership this man lives.Here's the deal. Read this book, and then
decide for yourself if each and every one of us can assist in reconciling the black mark our forefathers indelibly
imprinted on this lands original people.

Early in his career, Judge John Reilly did everything by the book. His jurisdiction included a First Nations community
plagued by suicide, addiction, poverty, violence and corruption. He steadily handed out prison sentences with little
regard for long-term consequences and even less knowledge as to why crime was so rampant on the reserve in the first
place.In an unprecedented move that pitted him against his superiors, the legal system he was part of, and one of
Canadas best-known Indian chiefs, the Reverend Dr. Chief John Snow, Judge Reilly ordered an investigation into the
tragic and corrupt conditions on the reserve. A flurry of media attention ensued. Some labelled him aracist; others
thought he should be removed from his post, claiming he had lost his objectivity. But many on the Stoney Reserve
hailed him a hero as he attempted to uncover the dark challenges and difficult history many First Nations communities
face.At atime when government is proposing new tough on crime legisation, Judge Reilly provides an enlightening
and timely perspective. He shows us why harsher punishments for offenders dont necessarily make our societies safer,
why the white justice system is failing First Nations communities, why jail timeis not the cure-all answer some think
it to be, and how corruption continues to plague tribal |eadership.

Bad Medicineisan insider slook at the failure of the justice system in its dealings with Aboriginal |aw-breakers.
Alberta Provincial Court Judge John Reilly spares no one, including himself, in his belief that a different and non-
racist approach would serve First Nations more effectively. He makes a compelling case for good medicine to replace
the bad. A must read for anyone connected with Canada slegal system." --Catherine Ford, author of Against The
Grain: An Irreverent View of Alberta'Judge John Reilly demonstrates an uncommon understanding of the complex
issues and problems confronting Canada's Aboriginal peoples. Were everyone in Canada to share his perspectives we
would be much further ahead in overcoming these challenges." --The Honourable Patrick Brazeau, Senator and former
National Chief of the Congress of Aboriginal Peoples (CAP)"[John Reilly's] crusade has touched off a nationwide
debate about government policies that are designed to foster native self-determination but may condemn another
generation of Indiansto lives of dependency and despair.” --Steven Pearlstein, The Washington PostAbout the
AuthorJohn Reilly was appointed to the bench at age 30 and had the distinction of having been the youngest Provincial
Court Judge in Alberta history. At age 50 he made a promise to himself that he was going to improve the delivery of
justice to the Stoney Nakoda First Nations at Morley, Alberta. After 35 yearsin public service, Reilly retired in 2012.
Helivesin Canmore, Alberta.



