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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Adversaries who left a lasting imprint on New JerseyBy LyricThis 
book by Judge Nelson Johnson, the author of "Boardwalk Empire," details the political battles in the first half of the 
20th Century for control of the state of New Jersey. The protagonists are Arthur Vanderbilt, a very accomplished 
lawyer, law professor and ultimately the Chief Justice of the New Jersey Supreme Court and a major figure in the state 
Republican Party and his antagonist Frank Hague, a self-made man and long-time mayor of Jersey City who controlled 
the Democratic Party. Though the two men were from adjoining counties in northern New Jersey, they were light 
years apart in almost every way.Johnson expertly weaves his way through their personal stories and also the political 
and judicial histories of the state during those years. The book is a well-researched history of their battles for control 
of the governorship and numerous state and local races and it is also the story of Vanderbilts long-running campaign to 
reform the extremely antiquated and corrupt New Jersey judicial system.This is an outstanding history of a crucial 
period in New Jersey's history and should be read by anyone interested in learning about the past politics of New 
Jersey and how it impacts the politics and judicial system of New Jersey today.Anyone interested in history, politics, 
and the law and the people who were at the center of them will enjoy this book.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy Victory Gold LeviNelson Johnson does it again and captures an important era in New 
Jersey's history0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy Donald M. Karp my rview of fRank 
should be 5 stars.ok but should have gone intoner detail

New Jerseys legal system was plagued with injustices from the time the system was established through the mid-
twentieth century. In Battleground New Jersey, historian and author of Boardwalk Empire, Nelson Johnson chronicles 
reforms to the system through the dramatic stories of Arthur T. Vanderbiltthe first chief justice of the states modern-
era Supreme Courtand Frank Haguelegendary mayor of Jersey City. Two of the most powerful politicians in twentieth-
century America, Vanderbilt and Hague clashed on matters of public policy and over the need to reform New Jerseys 
antiquated and corrupt court system. Their battles made headlines and eventually led to legal reform, transforming 
New Jerseys court system into one of the most highly regarded in America.

"Breaking new ground, Nelson Johnson gives a colorful account of the relationship between Frank Hague and Arthur 
Vanderbilt, leading to the adoption of the 1947 N.J. Constitution. This is a good read and an important book for 
anyone interested in N.J. history." 


