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Gerald Horne : Black Revolutionary: William Patterson the Globalization of the African American Freedom 
Struggle  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Black 
Revolutionary: William Patterson the Globalization of the African American Freedom Struggle: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. If such a group exists, the want-you-to-not-knowers have succeeded 
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...By Robert BainIf such a group exists, the want-you-to-not-knowers have succeeded against little to no opposition 
and then along comes Gerald Horne to write and title a book Black Revolutionary as two words we tend to associate 
with the 60's. Black Revolutionary: William Patterson and the Globalization of the African American Freedom 
Struggle is a vitally important book as it spotlights William Patterson's role in what is aptly called here the African 
American Freedom Struggle. And, is also important because it also indicates just why we know so little about 
Attorney William Patterson despite his outsized international standing and notably his defense of the Scottsboro Boys 
in the 1930's; largely because he was a highly visible and highly vocal Communist.So too, we know little to nothing of 
(Communist) Jack O'Dell who was the intellectual leader of the Civil Rights Movement such that it became a singular 
effort by J. Edgar Hoover to remove him from the movement. Everyone reading Black Revolutionary: William 
Patterson and the Globalization of the African American Freedom Struggle needs to turn next to Climbin' Jacob's 
Ladder: the Black Freedom Movement Writings of Jack O'Dell by Nikhil Pal Singh.Both book titles, it is seemingly 
worth noting, suggest "Freedom" as the struggle/the movement whereas the the leaders we are most often offered 
instead refer to the historical and still sought for "Civil Rights" as the struggle/movement; perhaps as a clue to our 
having chosen the wrong road/emphasis and yet today we have neither when measured by poverty, incarceration, et 
al.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. and I am glad it wasBy Dale McKinneyThis is one person who 
should have had his story told, and I am glad it was.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good bookBy . 
MuellerEnjoyable read

A leading African American Communist, lawyer William L. Patterson (18911980) was instrumental in laying the 
groundwork for the defeat of Jim Crowby virtue of his leadership of the Scottsboro campaign in the 1930s. In this 
watershed biography, historian Gerald Horne shows how Patterson helped to advance African American equality by 
fostering and leveraging international support for the movement. Horne highlights key moments in Patterson's global 
activism: his early education in the Soviet Union, his involvement with the Scottsboro trials and other high-profile 
civil rights cases of the 1930s to 1950s, his 1951 "We Charge Genocide" petition to the United Nations, and his later 
work with prisons and the Black Panther Party.

"Horne's engaging study brings to light William Patterson's leadership in the struggle against Jim Crow, underscoring 
the radical roots of the civil rights movement and the repression of the left in the Cold War era. A significant 
contribution to the history of the black freedom struggle." 


