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CIVIL PRACTICE NOW HAS AN ACCOMPANYING COMMENTARY BRAND NEW FOR 2012An appreciation
by Phillip Taylor MBE and Elizabeth Taylor of Richmond Green ChambersOnce again, the now venerable
Blackstones Civil Practice has been released by the OUP in its latest edition for 2012 and it seems to have hit al the
legal bookshops to the sound of thunderous applause, which is not surprising. Introducing it at its launch, the editor-in-
chief, Maurice Kay, hasidentified its unique qualities: first its clarity and readability and secondly and equally
important -- the accompanying Commentary as a separate book, a companion volume of some 1800 pages which
functions as a step by step and detailed guide for the practitioner to all relevant aspects of civil practice and
procedure.An innovation for 2012, the Commentary is what makes Blackstones all the more unique and time saving,
especialy for those under pressure preparing a case for court going, asit does, directly to the advocates argument
points which we need! Speaking of venerability, this Civil Practice cannot compete with -- nor doesit set out to
compete -- with the other mgjor works on civil practice (of white and green hue, respectively) in terms of antiquity.
Blackstones, you might say, is arelative newcomer and much the better for that. The first edition was published in
2000 in response to a pressing need for a detailed understanding of -- and guidance through -- the then new and
complex legal landscape created by the enactment of the Civil Procedure Rules 1998 (CPR). In the words of the
editors, Blackstones is a complete treatise on all aspects of the law and practice relating to the progress of acivil

claim, from funding the litigation to enforcing the judgment.The very modernity and approachability of Blackstones
offers considerable advantage, in our view, for the practitioner. One of the chief benefits, alluded to in the Preface, is
that the text is accessible equally to experienced and less experienced practitioners. Those less experienced will find
topicsrelatively easy to assimilate, while those who are older and possibly -- but not necessarily the wiser, will be able
to research their particular subject, or problem in greater detail and depth.Theres much new material in the 2012
edition, which covers awide range of developments and significant cases that have emerged since the previous
edition, including to cite just a very few examples rules implementing provisions of the EU Mediation Directivefixed
costsin certain HM Revenue and Customs casesa new Road Traffic Accident Protocol and injunctions against gang-
related violence.Research sources are extensive and prodigious and thats an understatement. The detailed index
extends to amost 95 pages and there are extensive Tables of Cases and Tables of Statutes, together with Rules,
Practice Directions, Protocols, Other Secondary Legislation and Court Guides. The four appendicesinclude, of course,
the Civil Procedure Rules 1998 and Practice Directions and much more besides.Combining erudition, clarity and
authority, Blackstones Civil Practice 2012 is a boon to busy barristers, solicitors and judges. The law is stated as at 2
April 2011 and includes changes to the Civil Procedure Rules and practice directions and also to the Insolvency Rules
which took effect on 6 Aril 2011. It remains to us the most readable of all the practice books around.

Adopting the distinctive narrative approach based on the chronology of a claim, the book provides authoritative
guidance on the process of civil litigation from commencement of a claim objective to enforcement of judgements. It
addresses civil procedure in the county courts, the High Court, and the Supreme Court as well as more specialist
matters such as insolvency proceedings, sale of goods, and human rights, providing expert analysison a
comprehensive level. The narrative commentary is supported by the comprehensive Blackstone's Civil Practice 2012
Procedural Checklists making this a concise and authoritative research tool. Written by ateam of expert practitioners
and academicsit isan ideal tool for those requiring quality in-depth analysis. The text isfully referenced to Civil
Procedure Rules (CPR) and Practice Directions (PD) making the book easy to use alongside other sources of these
materials at your desk as well asin court. Straightforward navigation is ensured by a detailed and user-friendly index
aswell as a quick-reference guide inside the front cover, providing an alternative point of access for those more
familiar with the CPR.Y ou may be interested to know that you can still choose to purchase the Blackstone's Civil
Practice commentary in a hardback format. Blackstone's Civil Practice 2012 includes complete provision of the full
Civil Procedure Rules and Practice Directions, Pre-Action Protocols, selected legislation, and court fees orders. The 38
Procedural Checklistsin Blackstone's Civil Practice 2012 are available from IRIS Laserform.

from previous edition: "It's a splendid work. This book is exactly what | need. It'swell structured, uniformly well
written and remarkably readable yet full of detail." --Deputy District Judge Prest"Blackstone's Civil Practiceisa
welcome addition to my library. It is comprehensive, sensibly organised and clearly laid out. The topic-by-topic
approach is particularly helpful. | can go straight to a specific issue and get a useful commentary on the point as well
asrelevant contextual information. | have found information in Blackstone's Civil Practice that has not been covered in
some of the other well known court books." --Lord Justice KeaneAbout the AuthorSir Maurice Kay (Editor-in-Chief)
isaLord Justice of Appeal and Vice president of the Court of Appeal (Civil Division). He was a professor of law
before being called to the bar in 1975 where he practiced until becoming a High Court Judge in 1995.Professor Stuart
Sime (Editor) is the course director of the full-time Bar Professional Training Course at the City Law School, where he
teaches civil litigation, commercial, and company law. He was a practising barrister until 2005.Derek French (Editor)
isalegal writer and editor across awide range of titles.Michael Walker (Editorial Advisory Board) is a District Judge,
Wandsworth County Court.lvor Weintroub (Editorial Advisory Board) isaDistrict Judge, Bournemouth County



Court.Stuart Bridge (Editorial Advisory Board) isaLecturer in Law and a Fellow of Queens' College, University of
Cambridge.



