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An accurate and objective assessment of the status of human rights, civil unrest, and political reformin Burmais
critical to congressional oversight of the Obama Administrations conduct of U.S. policy towards the country, as well
as any congressional examination of U.S. policy towards Burma. The Obama Administration and many other
observers have focused their analysis on the apparent progress that has been made since Burmas military junta
transferred power to a new, quasi-civilian government in 2011. These analyses highlight the countrys political reforms
and human rights improvements, while acknowledging that the situation remains fragile and reversible. This book
examines the current situation in Burma from the implicit perspective shaped by U.S. laws setting policy toward
Burma, and discusses the challenges of responding to reformsin anation in political transition which has gone only
part way to dealing with human rights abuses.



