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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Definitely worth readingBy RSCWhat a story, what a life! While I 
was aware of racial discrimination growing up, I had no clue as to it's extent in the south, specifically Alabama! Fred 
Gray has led an amazing life and had an amazing career! I learned so much from reading his book. May his goal of 
destroying segregation everywhere be fully realized!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Remarkable 
InsightsBy Noel WalkerIn "Bus Ride to Justice," Fred Gray shares his first-hand experience serving as legal counsel 
for Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King Jr. and a host of others at the very beginning of the civil rights movement in 
Alabama. Within months of completing his law degree, passing his bar exam, and moving back to Montgomery AL, 
Gray was involved in the Montgomery Bus Boycott which led to the forming of the MIA (Montgomery Improvement 
Association) and to Gray serving as one of their chief attorneys. This autobiography provides a brief introduction to 
Grays life and follows his remarkable legal career, which celebrates its 60th year with the publication of the 2013 
revision to the original 1995 text. Bus Ride to Justice is a very different kind of autobiography, a point which is 
evident right from the start. Gray begins the book in the midst of a significant case the Gomillion vs Lightfoot case 
which was heard by the US Supreme Court in 1959. He flashes back from there to another case before the Supreme 
Court in 1956, the Montgomery Bus Boycott case (Browder v. Gayle) before returning to 1959. He pauses again later, 
to explain why public transit was so important to African Americans in Montgomery, before returning to the case in 
1956, and again back to 1959. I found the back and forth nature of the narrative a little bit frustrating to read. It could 
be Grays experience in writing for the courts, but I found many sections of the book read like legal briefs, particularly 
chapters 9-14. The revisions to the 1995 text did bring the book up to date in some respects, but it also made the flow 
even harder to follow. Four introductions and two lengthy epilogues additionally make the narrative difficult to follow. 
The story is a truly remarkable one, but it needs to be seen despite the interruptions and added details.Bus Ride to 
Justice, is a messy, complicated story; but justice is often like that. It does not come on a schedule, and arrives in 
different places at different times. The grace of God, made known through Jesus Christ is what makes a story like this 
possible, and it is seen clearly in Grays courageous struggle to destroy segregation wherever it may be found. Grace 
inspires peaceful protest but at the same time Grace fortifies each of us to settle for nothing less than justice. Grace 
creates time and space so that our opponent can, over time, become a friend and an ally. Communities of faith must 
learn from stories like Grays and continue to find ways to seek justice, love mercy, and walk humbly.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy A. WeatherspoonEnjoyed the writer's telling of this profound time in 
the history of Black people in America.

First published in 1995, Bus Ride to Justice, the best-selling autobiography by acclaimed civil rights attorney Fred D. 
Gray, appears now in a newly revised edition that updates Grays remarkable career of destroying everything 
segregated that I could find. Of particular interest will be the details Gray reveals for the first time about Rosa Parkss 
1955 arrest. Gray was the young lawyer for Parks and also Martin Luther King Jr. and the Montgomery Improvement 
Association, which organized the 382-day Montgomery Bus Boycott after Parkss arrest. As the last survivor of that 
inner circle, Gray speaks about the strategic reasons Parks was presented as a demure, random victim of Jim Crow 
policies when in reality she was a committed, strong-willed activist who was willing to be arrested so there could be a 
test case to challenge segregation laws. Grays remarkable career also includes landmark civil rights cases in voting 
rights, education, housing, employment, law enforcement, jury selection, and more. He is widely considered one of the 
most successful civil rights attorneys of the twentieth century and his cases are studied in law schools around the 
world. In addition he was an ordained Church of Christ minister and was one of the first blacks elected to the Alabama 
legislature in the modern era. Initially denied entrance to Alabamas segregated law school, he eventually became the 
first black president of the Alabama bar association.This volume also includes new photographs not found in the 
previous edition.

"A valuable record of the ground-level struggle for civil rights." New York Times Book "A valuable firsthand 
chronicle, an instructive legal casebook, and a stirring personal story." Publishers Weekly "A lively account of how 
one man made a difference in the South." The Commercial Appeal, Memphis, TennesseeAbout the AuthorFred D. 
Gray is one of the nations leading civil rights attorneys. At age 24, he was the lawyer for Rosa Parks, Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and the Montgomery Bus Boycott, which began the modern Civil Rights Movement. His other cases and 
clients include the Freedom Riders, the Selma-to-Montgomery March, numerous school desegregation and voting 
rights lawsuits, and many others. He lives in Tuskegee, Alabama. 


