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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised CCB: The Life and
Century of Charles C. Burlingham, New Y ork's First Citizen, 1858-1959:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ... abig fan of NY history and | was delighted to find thistitleBy
smcl am abig fan of NY history and | was delighted to find thistitle! Charles Burlingham is one of the most intriguing


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=080907317X

people that | have met in recent history. Not only did he play a pivotal role in his own time but he did it for the good of
his city and not for fame or money. What a rare combination! | appreciate Mr. Martin for introducing me to him!2 of 2
people found the following review helpful. New Y ork, and one of the men who made itBy Carl J. SchneiderThis
extraordinary book, at once scholarly and a good read, not only delights and informs its readers, but links them with
the century of Burlingham's life and the people who made it what it was. Its author's careful research, wide
sympathies, and grasp of what makes people and societies act the way they do illuminates the history of the man, the
city, and the times.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Disovered TreasureBy Ridley M. WhitakerMr.
Burlingham deserves the serious and engaging review of his contributions to American society so adroitly recounted
by George Martin. This book is absolutely terrific. And the question we must ask is are there any CCB's to be found in
the future of America? We need them.

The exemplary life of an extraordinary politician and reformer.Though he held no elected or appointed office, the New
York City lawyer Charles C. Burlingham had great influence with those who did, and used it in unusua ways. George
Martin's surprising biography shows how one citizen, working quietly behind the scenes, became a power broker who
transformed his country's civic life.Growing up after the Civil War, CCB--as everyone called him--was enthralled by
Americas dynamism of his city but shocked by the social costs of modernization, and he deplored the endemic
corruption of city politics; eventually he let hislaw practice take a backseat to civil reform work. His second career in
"meddling," as he called it, helped to put great judges on the bench (among them Benjamin Cardozo) and climaxed
when he arranged the Fusion reform ticket on which Fiorello La Guardia swept to victory in 1933. Nor does Martin
neglect Burlingham's private life--his eccentric wife, tragically afflicted son, and daughter-in-law Dorothy Tiffany
Burlingham, who took CCB's grandchildren off to Viennato be analyzed, as she was, by Sigmund and Anna
Freud.This adroit, engaging account of a high-spirited, good-hearted, talented man, chronicling his witty, effective
commitment to socia betterment, vividly documents a century of change in the ways Americans lived, their cities
were governed, and their nation fought wars.

From BooklistBurlingham was a maritime lawyer and held no public office, but he is worth remembering, as the
author posits, for his efforts to improve the administration of justice, especialy the selection of judgesin the
municipal, state, and federal systems, and his continual drive to cleanse New Y ork City's government of corruption.
He had no power, no elective office or constituency at the polls, but he had influence with many who did, including
presidents and chief justices of the U.S., governors of the state, and mayors of the city. He participated in events
ranging from the lawsuits that followed the sinking of the Titanic to the fights between Franklin Roosevelt and Robert
Moses over the construction of the bridges across the city's East River. Martin's research (there are 126 pages of notes)
included interviews, unpublished memoirs, and Burlingham's correspondence. Revealed also are details about
Burlingham's private life, including his eccentric wife and troubled son, resulting in a biography that is comprehensive
about the man and the country that he helped shape. George CohenCopyright American Library Association. All rights
reservedAbout the AuthorGeorge Martin is the author of a dozen books, including biographies of Frances Perkins and
Giuseppe Verdi. Helivesin Kennett Square, Pennsylvania.



