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9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. A Victorian ViewBy Claud WolfMy qua ms with the author is his
unwavering devotion to Cicero. He seems to avoid most of Marcus Tullius Cicero's lesser moments, such as his
inability to make decisions during the civil war, or his more embarrassing moments, such as composing a sickeningly
self-congratul atory poem about his time as Consul, not to mention his behavior during the Catilina conspiracy. In the
Education Of Julius Ceaser, by Aurthur Kahn, he suggests that Cicero enjoyed the fame and limelight of the event, and
somewhat helped things along. Certainly he profited by it, at least until he upset Clodius by refusing to provide an alibi
for the Vestal incident. If Cicero had afailing, it was most certainly pride, the sort of pride that made him feel he was
above retribution for the many insulting remarks he made. Cicero was witty, and vain about his quick mind. He made
off-hand remarks that caused him grief later, and although his downfall was the Philippics he wrote bashing Antony,
part of his grief came from Octavius, heir to Ceaser. Cicero said something to the effect that young Octavius should be
'lauded, applauded, then dropped'. Octavius claimed, when Antony demanded Cicero's head as part of their
Triumverate, that he argued long and hard against it. | wonder if he gave in abit sooner due to Cicero's remarks about
him and Ceaser.Cicero had no problem shifting alliances depending on the prevailing sentiments, but usually found
himself with the conservative elements. He did not bear adversity well, and his lettersto Atticus, his closest friend,
were particularly self indulgent during Cicero's exile after being indicted for putting Roman citizens to death without
trial during the Catailina conspiracy. He could be charming if he wanted to be, and his powers of oratory are
legendary. A great man, certainly, but we modern readers prefer out heroes warts and all. The gentleness that the
author treats Cicero with would not be typical if the book had been written in this century.31 of 32 people found the
following review helpful. Surprisingly modernBy William Whipple 11 This volume represents a combination of
severa forms (biography, history of the period, and samples of Cicero's literary output). Although Cicero lived some
2,000 years ago, he sounds quite a bit like a 19th Century Englishman (perhaps thisimpression is accentuated by the
author of the volume).Rome had exerted control over avast area by force of arms, but its political structure was
corrupt at the core and the election of rulers with defined responsibilities to serve limited terms was dying out. A
member of the old school, Cicero supported (but did not participate in) the assassination of Julius Caesar (after Caesar
declared himself emperor). If the idea was to restore the Roman republic it didn't work. Other emperors followed,
many far worse than Caesar. Cicero made something of a pest of himself, and he was killed a few years later by
followers of Mark Anthony.Much is known about Cicero's inner thoughts and feelings because he was an inveterate
writer (legal arguments, speeches, political and philosophical essays, and letters to friends) and much of what he wrote
has been preserved. The writings are often ambiguous or contradictory, however, and much controversy exists asto
why he did various things during his life. The author raises an interesting question: do we really understand Cicero
better than other ancient figures who did not leave arecord of their inner thoughts and feelings? "It is true that we
cannot look into the private letters of Caesar, or Pompey, or Brutus, aswe can into Cicero's, but it is not so certain that
if we could, our estimate of their characters would be lowered." There are some parallelsin the political situation in
late Republican/early imperial Rome and the increasingly bitter tone in our political system today. Will there come a
time when the US poalitical system breaks down too, as voters lose faith in the results and the factions turn from debate
to violence?Time will tell, but one gets an eerie sense from this book of how things could go wrong for America.1 of 1
people found the following review helpful. I now love CiceroBy Kindle CustomerAnyone who has an interest in
Cicero or hisworks should read this. Not only isit an account of all of hisworks, but it talks about his personal life. It
also gives us an idea of the horrifying prescriptions of the Second Triumvirate. The only major issue | had with this
book was that it could have gone through anather round of editing.
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