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Irving Stone : Clarence Darrow  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised Clarence Darrow: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful book. Good person to deal withBy jbattiWonderful book. 
Good person to deal with.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great ScreenplayBy CustomerGreat 
condition item of a great screenplay!24 of 25 people found the following review helpful. A Facinating Historical 
BiographyBy Michael DelawareClarence Darrow was a very interesting man, however history may view him. I found 
this biography by Irving Stone to be very educational. Darrow was involved in some of the most famous trials around 
the turn of the century that defined labor laws, capital punishment laws as well as laws defining religious 
discrimination with the well known Scopes Evolution Case over the teaching of the Darwin theory of evolution in the 
classroom. This famous case known as the `Monkey' trials pitted fundamentalists against more liberal evolutionists in 
a landmark case that defined freedom and equality of religious teaching throughout the United States. Darrow was a 
defense attorney, and his viewpoint on representing a client was to simply provide the best defense possible. This did 
not always go with the popular opinion of society in his day, and he was often hated by many for some of the people 
he defended in the courtroom. I think it is notable that in many of his more famous cases and not so famous he was 
never paid, as he defended people who had no money. In this way he showed a compassion for his fellow man which 
one does not often associate with the profession of lawyers in the modern day. As I read this biography, I found myself 
many times not agreeing with Darrow's viewpoints and decisions to defend certain people, including the famous Loeb 
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Leopold Case. I marveled at his final solution to plead guilty in the defense of the McNamaras Case in 1911, a point of 
integrity after learning his client was truly guilty. This case cost his the support and friendship with organized labor 
parties after over thirty years, as well as resulted in a massive attack on him personally, but he weathered the storm 
and carried onward. However, I was able at the end to reflect on this man's tenacity to his own integrity to follow what 
he believed was right, despite popular opinion. His sense of morals were different from my own, and I would be 
untruthful to say I completely agreed with Darrow. I did however find myself respecting him for impact he had on our 
country's history, and his exposing of the industrial abuses that paralleled slave camps in the late 1800's definitely 
shined the light on man's inhumanity to man. All in all I found this to be a very interesting biography about a very 
interesting man. I think anyone interested in American history, particularly that of the history of organized labor in our 
country should definitely read this one. This is a great read. Darrow having been a well known public speaker in his 
day, delivered some of the most profound speaches inside and outside the courtroom. Many of his famous defense 
final arguments are still studied today in many law schools, but most notable is the fact that he delivered many of these 
speeches without the aide of notes or other written material. Many people who heard these speeches were included in 
this book, and consistently he is remembered as having really had a way of moving an audience and changing their 
viewpoints in doing so. Irving Stone really did his background research in compiling this book, including reading 
many of Darrow's own private papers, court records, interviewing people who knew Darrow and studying newspapers 
from the time period. I think anyone would find this book facinating from a purely historical perspective. It is too bad 
this book is currently out of print, but it is worth searching used book stores or searching 's out-of-print services to get 
a copy and read it.

Here is the famous attorney reminiscing over his long and renowned career, touching on many of his famous trials, 
including the "Monkey" trial and the sensational Leopold-Loeb case.


