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Daniel Wilsher : Immigration Detention: Law, History, Politics  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Immigration Detention: Law, History, Politics: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The definitive academic text on immigration detentionBy Daniel 
GhezelbashAs a PhD student examining comparative immigration detention, Dan Wilsher's book has been invaluable 
to my research. Poignant and timely, his text traces the historical development and the political and legal problems 
raised by long term administrative immigration detention. Dan Wilsher is a rare breed of academic- explaining 
complex ideas in simple language and weaving his analysis into a compelling narrative. Meticulously researched and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1107005760


well written, this book is a must read for anyone interested in immigration detention and the human rights of 
vulnerable groups in general.

The liberal legal ideal of protection of the individual against administrative detention without trial is embodied in the 
habeas corpus tradition. However, the use of detention to control immigration has gone from a wartime exception to 
normal practice, thus calling into question modern states' adherence to the rule of law. Daniel Wilsher traces how 
modern states have come to use long-term detention of immigrants without judicial control. He examines the wider 
emerging international human rights challenge presented by detention based upon protecting 'national sovereignty' in 
an age of global migration. He explores the vulnerable political status of immigrants and shows how attempts to close 
liberal societies can create 'unwanted persons' who are denied fundamental rights. To conclude, he proposes a set of 
standards to ensure that efforts to control migration, including the use of detention, conform to principles of law and 
uphold basic rights regardless of immigration status.

"Wilsher's book ably tackles not only the details of immigration detention in a number of states, but also the deeper 
constitutional principles underlying the debate over such detention. It is essential reading for anyone interested in the 
detention of foreign nationals on immigration or security grounds." Steve Peers, International Journal of Refugee 
Law"... a compelling narrative of how history, politics and law have resulted in the present unprecedented use of 
immigration detention, and the fertile ground they provide for alternatives." Rayner Thwaites, The Modern Law About 
the AuthorDaniel Wilsher is a senior lecturer in law at City Law School, London and a part-time immigration judge in 
the Immigration and Asylum Chamber, First Tier Tribunal. 


