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Terri Jennings Peretti : In Defense of a Political Court. before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised In Defense of aPolitical Court.:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Y es, courts are political, butBy Arnoldit's become accepted wisdom
amongst political scientists that courts are political institutions. Fair enough. Peretti's book adds real value to the
debate by taking us beyond that notion and showing how a political court could nonetheless function to the benefit of
policy and politics. Removing the aura around constitutional law doesn't debase it or mean that the court is simply
some odd deviation from democracy. Rather, the courts can provide politicians with valuable insight into appropriate
policies, particularly by hearing the claims of underrepresented or marginalized groups. It's one of the strongest and
most realistic attempts I've seen to both understand the court as a political institution and understand why the court's
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political nature isn't necessarily athreat.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Breaking conventional
wisdomBYy A CustomerPerretti breaks from conventional wisdom by asserting that the Supreme CQOurt is a political
institution and not an objective, congtitutional interpreter. By compiling a voluminous amount of evidence she brings
to light some grim realities of the Supreme Court. She concludes by saying that a political court is of great valuein a
pluralistic system such as ours. For more information contact me EMAIL: shawnburton21@excite.comO of 1 people
found the following review helpful. Breaking conventional wisdomBYy A CustomerPerretti breaks from conventional
wisdom by asserting that the Supreme COurt is a political institution and not an objective, constitutional interpreter.
By compiling a voluminous amount of evidence she brings to light some grim realities of the Supreme Court. She
concludes by saying that apolitical court is of great value in apluralistic system such as ours. For more information
contact me EMAIL: shawnburton21@excite.com

Can the Supreme Court be free of politics? Do we want it to be? Normative constitutional theory has long concerned
itself with the legitimate scope and limits of judicial review. Too often, theorists seek to resolve that issue by
eliminating politics from constitutional decisionmaking. In contrast, Terri Peretti argues for an openly political role for
the Supreme Court. Peretti asserts that politically motivated constitutional decisionmaking is not only inevitable, itis
legitimate and desirable as well. When Supreme Court justices decide in accordance with their ideological values, or
consider the likely political reaction to the Court's decisions, a number of benefits result. The Court's performance of
political representation and consensus-building functions is enhanced, and the effectiveness of political checks on the
Court isincreased. Thus, political motive in constitutional decision making does not lead to judicial tyranny, as many
claim, but goesfar to prevent it. Using pluralist theory, Peretti further argues that a political Court possesses
instrumental value in American democracy. As one of many diverse and redundant political institutions, the Court
enhances both system stability and the quality of policymaking, particularly regarding the breadth of interests
represented.

"A lively and original work. . . . | found the book thought provoking, and . . . | recommend it highly."--Thomas M.
Keck, The Law and Politics Book About the AuthorTerri Jennings Peretti is Professor of Political Science at Santa
ClaraUniversity.



