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1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The Truth of the Ulster-ScotsBy S. McCabeBarry Aron Vann spent 
a great deal of time researching other books written about the Ulster-Scots. He points out discrepancies and gives his 
reasons. I believe he is one of the most accurate authors for this time and place.

Social and religious historians have conducted much research on Scottish colonial migrations to Ulster; however, there 
remains historical debate as to whether the Irish Sea in the seventeenth century was an intervening obstacle or a 
transportation artery. Vann presents a geographical perspective on the topic, showing that most population flows 
involving southwest Scotland during the first half of the seventeenth century were directed across the Irish Sea via 
centuries-old sea routes that had allowed for the formation of evolving cultural areas. As political or religious 
motivational factors presented themselves in the last half of that century, Vann holds, the established social and 
familial links stretched along those sea routes facilitated chain migration that led to the birth of a Protestant Ulster-
Scots community. Vann also shows how this community constituted itself along religious and institutional rubrics of 
dissent from the Church of England, Church of Scotland, and Church of Ireland.

About the AuthorBarry Aron Vann is an associate professor of geography at Lincoln Memorial University in 
Harrogate, Tennessee. He is the author of Rediscovering the South's Celtic Heritage. 


