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Walter Echo-Hawk : In the Courts of the Conquerer: The 10 Worst Indian Law Cases Ever Decided  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised In the Courts of the 
Conquerer: The 10 Worst Indian Law Cases Ever Decided: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent (and shocking) history of Indian law in AmericaBy J. W. 
FlowerI had the general idea that white people took the US from the Indians by deception and force, but I had no idea 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1555913849


that our courts enabled all of that. These opinions are twisted out of all relation to the Constitution so that the white 
party can win. Well written, easy to read paperback format, heavily end-noted so you can check the author's claims, or 
just find more reading on the topic.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. How do we make it right.By 
Gary McgraneIt amazes me that laws continue to be a governing part of our native American cultural heritage. Echo-
Hawk has given us insight and understandings that can only be gleaned from an objective legal approach of existing 
court decisions. This may be more for a legal scholar review yet is written in less legal jargon for all of us to 
understand the peculiarities of why court decisions were handed down in the language that defames, deflates and 
undermines the very natural order of occupancy, title, ownership and residency of native Americans. Echo-Hawk gives 
a sense that we can change the future by changing the decisions that were made in the past.2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Excellent piece of researchBy John E. MercurioI was familiar with many of these cases to 
begin with, since I am a political science instructor, but this book was an amazing read. Having these stories compiled 
together in one collection really gives you the sense of how incredibly arrogant and myopic the American government 
has historically been when it comes to the native population. Very well written, and does not require any previous 
knowledge. Each chapter is self-supporting and the collection together creates a powerful image. Wonderful book and 
an excellent resource.

Now in paperback, an important account of ten Supreme Court cases that changed the fate of Native Americans, 
providing the contemporary historical/political context of each case, and explaining how the decisions have adversely 
affected the cultural survival of Native people to this day.

"A no-holds barred account that deserves wide distribution." Library Journal and School Library Journal"This weighty 
text serves as a 'tour of the dark side of the law.' Echo-Hawk, who spent more than three decades at the Native 
American Rights Fund, exhaustively deconstructs the racist and colonial foundations of federal Indian law. Written in 
a style that conveys a sense of outrage and passion, the cases highlighted are notable because they represent injustice 
as well as unfinished business." CHOICE"Echo-Hawk is methodical and elegant in the way he leads us through the 
history and case law which has brought us to this point." News From Indian CountryAs evidenced by his book In the 
Courts of the Conqueror, Mr. Echo-Hawks experience, achievement, success and perhaps most importantly, his 
wisdom, not only serve as a touchstone for legal practitioners, but his work has left an indelible mark upon the lives of 
those who live and work in Indian Country and for every American who truly values the notion of justice. Oklahoma 
City ExaminerEcho-Hawks book ought to retire the entire debate about judicial activism. It has become a conservative 
article of faith that judges should narrowly follow the law when deciding cases. But Echo-Hawk methodically picks 
apart that fiction. Mark Trahant, New West 


