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E. Norman Veasey, Christine T. Di Guglielmo : Indispensable Counsel: The Chief Legal Officer in the New 
Reality  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Indispensable 
Counsel: The Chief Legal Officer in the New Reality: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. In-house lawyers tell their stories of how they protect their 
companiesBy CustomerCorporate counsel can be yes-men (and women) or they can protect the reputations and ethics 
of their companies. Former judge Veasey, now in private practice, offers extensive interviews with lawyers who hold 
the top jobs in major corporations, and they share their formulae for success. I only wish the book had also included 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0199315604


interviews with lawyers for smaller companies, because there are so many more smaller companies than behemoths. I 
use this book to reach a class on corporate lawyering. It's excellent.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
great book for those starting position as corporate counsel or associate general counselBy Meagan E MessinaI recently 
started a position in house counsel of a fortune 500 company and read this book beforehand. I felt that this book gave 
me a great background and general idea of what my position would be like and what I need to do in order to perform 
my job well. I highly recommend.

Legislation and case law following the relatively recent corporate scandals have increased scrutiny on the ethics and 
integrity of individuals, and the culture they create, at the highest levels within the corporate structure. The corporate 
General Counsel (GC) is a key member of that group. This enhanced attention increases the already substantial 
tensions facing the GC, who must navigate the demands and interests of various corporate stakeholders-including the 
board of directors, officers (particularly the CEO), stockholders, and employees-while also serving the best interests of 
the client, which is-and should only be-the corporation itself. In light of these heightened expectations on ethics, 
integrity, and other liability concerns, Indispensable Counsel: The Chief Legal Officer in the New Reality examines 
the key role of the independent, yet business-oriented, chief legal officer. Indispensable Counsel provides readers with 
the foundations of corporate representation followed by practical guidelines on how the multiple roles of GC are, or 
should be, resolved, with best practices as the goal. Former Supreme Court Justice of Delaware E. Norman Veasey and 
coauthor Christine T. Di Guglielmo bring their stature and wealth of experience in the field to bear in this must-have 
resource for anyone interested in the role of corporate counsel.

"With Indispensable Counsel: The Chief Legal Officer in the New Reality, E. Norman Veasey and Christine T. Di 
Guglielmo have written a field manual to aid CLOs with their new tasks. More important, the authors have illuminated 
how Congress, primarily through Sarbanes-Oxley, has inserted the long arm of federal law into executive suites and 
boardrooms to influence private-sector decision making, using the CLO as cat's paw." --George Mellon, The Wall 
Street Journal "Indispensable Counsel fills a significant void for today's general counsel and those who want to 
understand corporate legal practice today. It portrays the full range of issues that a general counsel deals with. Judge 
Veasey and Christine Di Guglielmo have tremendous stature within the legal community and they have used their first-
hand experience to create a thoughtful and practical compass for the inside counsel, who places such a pivotal role 
with management and the board in today's corporation." --Louise Parent, Executive Vice President General Counsel 
American Express Company "Veasey and Di Guglielmo bring together their vast knowledge and wealth of experience 
to create a masterful resource for corporate law practitioners. Indispensable Counsel is a must-read for anyone who 
wants to understand the responsibilities of corporate counsel in this increasingly dynamic and competitive global 
marketplace." --Thomas L. Sager, Senior Vice President General Counsel DuPont Company About the AuthorE. 
Norman Veasey is a senior partner at Weil, Gotshal Manges. In addition to other roles in the firm, he advises on 
corporate governance issues involving the responsibilities of corporate directors. Mr. Veasey is the former Chief 
Justice of the Delaware Supreme Court, stepping down in 2004, after serving a 12-year term. His tenure as Chief 
Justice was preceded by 34 years as a corporate practitioner and litigator. Christine T. Di Guglielmo is an associate at 
Weil, Gotshal Manges, practicing in the Delaware office. Her practice concentrates on corporate and litigation matters. 
She is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania Law School (summa cum laude), where she served as executive 
editor of The University of Pennsylvania Law . Ms. Di Guglielmo was a judicial law clerk for Chief Justice Veasey 
during the 2003-04 term. 


