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Marie Corbett : January: A Woman Judge's Season of Disillusion  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised January: A Woman Judge's Season of Disillusion: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy CustomerWritten by a judge, I didn't expect it to 
involve family emotions.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This book was not only disappointing it is 
stunningly odd ...By pamela mccollThis book was not only disappointing it is stunningly odd. There is very little 
discussion of the law or the advance of women in the legal profession on the bench. The writing is so personal at times 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0994924801


that it borders on the creepy. It is self-indulged and not worthy of publication and therefore is a self-published as no 
serious person could publish this.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A timely and important bookBy 
WindsailThis book is essential reading for anyone concerned with the miscarriages of justice in cases involving sexual 
assault. It should be part of the dialogue in any debate about reforms. Corbett, a deeply compassionate judge, reveals 
what it was like personally to witness cases and participate in rulings that while "legally correct," given the strict 
parameters of rules of evidence, actually resulted in the guilty walking away free far too may times. She depicts from 
the inside the constraints under which even sympathetic judges operate. The parallel story of the pressures on judges, 
especially female judges as they balance the demands of family and friendships out of the courtroom with the intense 
pressures of a profession is equally engaging. Altogether a brave book, and a well-written and timely one. Kudos to 
Corbett.

In lucid, compelling prose, January follows the deepening friendship of two powerful women during a pivotal time in 
their lives.Recently widowed, Anne Armstrong Gibson, founder of Wellspring Cancer Support Foundation, is in the 
terminal stages of her illness. While Anne prepares her young sons for life without her, the Honourable Marie Corbett 
provides comfort and support for her frienda role as challenging and emotionally fraught as her work conducting 
sexual assault and international heroin trafficking trials in the Ontario Superior Court of Justice. From hospital ward to 
courtroom, Marie confronts the limitations of the criminal justice system and comes to terms with Annes fate, 
propelling her to choose between civic duty and the life she truly wants. 

About the AuthorThe Honourable Marie Corbett is a retired superior court trial judge. In her thirty-year career, she 
was a dedicated crusader for social justice and reform of environmental, family, and pension law. She was the first 
woman president of the Canadian Environmental Law Association, a member of the first Ontario Status of Women 
Council, and Vice-Chair of the Pension Commission of Ontario. Marie lives in her native Newfoundland and in 
Florida. 


