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Robert Saunders Jr : John Archibald Campbell: Southern Moderate, 18111889  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised John Archibald Campbell: Southern Moderate, 
18111889: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Very well preserved for years to comeBy Ellis W. DarbyThis 1997 
publication from The University of Alabama Press must have languished in someone's library until the circulation 
numbers said it has to go to make room for others. The bar code sticker on the back page reads "D.C. Public Library." 
Wow, their loss is certainly my gain. The library glassine type cover protects the dust cover well and makes the book a 
wonderful addition to my library.Of course I cannot say enough about the amazing work of research and study that 
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Mr. Saunders underwent to produce this outstanding story of a judicial giant.3 of 4 people found the following review 
helpful. Political biography of a Supreme Court justice and attorney.By jwaskey@carpet.dalton.peachnet.eduJohn 
Archibald Campbell's life and political philosophy illustrate the difficulties that Southern moderates faced in 
developing and implementing a solution to the problems of slavery and secession. Campbell opposed both slavery and 
secession. Campbell's legal gifts eventually led him to practice before the United States Supreme Court and 
subsequently to an appointment to the Supreme Court itself. During his service on the Supreme Court Campbell 
opposed the Filibusterers in the New Orleans region, wrote a concurring opinion in the Dred Scot case, and rejected 
nullification by the courts of Wisconsin. As a moderate Campbell was vilified by both Southern fire-eaters and 
Abolitionist radicals. Campbell served eight years (1853-1861) on the Supreme Court before resigning to become an 
assistant secretary in the Confederate War Department. After the war he practiced law in New Orleans where he 
eventually became the lead attorney in the Slaughterhouse Case. His views in this case prepared the way for the broad 
interpretation of the Fourteenth Amendment in the Twentieth Century. This book gives a very solid story of the life 
and labors of an important lawyer of the 19th Century. This political biography is the first full life of John Archibald 
Campbell. It will be of great use to students of the Supreme Court, American history, and legal scholars as well as 
those who enjoy good biography. It belongs in most libraries.

Saunders presents the first full biography of the southern U.S. Supreme Court justice who championed both the U.S. 
Constitution and states' rights. The life of John Archibald Campbell reflects nearly every major development of 19th-
century American history. He participated either directly or indirectly in events ranging from the Indian removal 
process of the 1830s, to sectionalism and the Civil War, to Reconstruction and redemption. Although not a defender of 
slavery, he feared that abrupt abolition would produce severe economic and social dislocation. He urged southerners to 
reform their labor system and to prepare for the eventual abolition of slavery. In the early 1850s he proposed a series 
of reforms to strengthen slave families and to educate the slaves so as to prepare them for assimilation into society as 
productive citizens. These views distinguished him from many southerners who steadfastly maintained the sanctity of 
the peculiar institution. Born and schooled in Georgia, Campbell moved to Montgomery, Alabama, in the early 1830s, 
where he joined a successful law practice. He served in the Alabama legislature for a brief period and then moved with 
his family to Mobile to establish a law practice. In 1853 Campbell was appointed an associate justice of the U.S. 
Supreme Court. His concurring opinion in the Dred Scott case in 1857 derived not from the standpoint of protecting 
slavery but from an attempt to return political power to the states. As the sectional crisis gathered heat, Campbell 
counseled moderation. He became widely detested in the North because of his defense of states' rights, and he was 
distrusted in the South because of his moderate views on slavery and secession. In May 1861 Campbell resigned from 
the Court and later became the Confederacy's assistant secretary of war. After the war, Campbell moved his law 
practice to New Orleans. Upon his death in 1889, memorial speakers in Washington, D.C., and New Orleans 
recognized him as one of the nation's most gifted lawyers and praised his vast learning and mastery of both the 
common law and the civil law. In this first full biography of Campbell, Robert Saunders, Jr., reveals the prevalence of 
anti-secession views prior to the Civil War and covers both the judicial aspects and the political history of this crucial 
period in southern history.

From the Back CoverThe life of John Archibald Campbell reflects nearly every major development of 19th-century 
American history. He participated either directly or indirectly in events ranging from the Indian removal process of the 
1830s, to sectionalism and the Civil War, to Reconstruction and redemption. Although not a defender of slavery, he 
feared that abrupt abolition would produce severe economic and social dislocation. He urged southerners to reform 
their labor system and to prepare for the eventual abolition of slavery. In the early 1850s he proposed a series of 
reforms to strengthen slave families and to educate the slaves so as to prepare them for assimilation into society as 
productive citizens. These views distinguished him from many southerners who steadfastly maintained the sanctity of 
the peculiar institution. In this first full biography of Campbell, Saunders reveals the prevalence of anti-secession 
views prior to the Civil War and covers both the judicial aspects and political history of this crucial period in southern 
history. 


