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Paul DeForest Hicks: John E. Parsons: An Eminent New Yorker in The Gilded Age before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised John E. Parsons: An Eminent New Y orker in
The Gilded Age:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Valuable Insight into the Influence of the Legal Profession in the
Gilded AgeBy Robert Pigottin the late 19th century, there were several New Y ork City lawyers -- Elihu Root, Joseph
H. Choate, Wiliam M. Evarts, among others -- who, forged the role of the legal profession in the nation's government
and economy. Thanks to Paul Hicks' biography of John E. Parson's, an overlooked member of this group gets his due
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recognition. Perhaps because he never held high government office or founded amajor law firm, Parsonsisless
remembered than his peers of the day. But his prominence in the Gilded Age legal community was no |ess than that of
Root and the other great lawyers of that era. With elegant prose and through research, Mr. Hicks tells the story of
Parsons rise to the top of the legal profession while contributing along the way to the founding or expanding some of
the most significant charitable institutions of his day. Hick's recounting of Parson's role as a board member and genera
counsel to the Sugar Trust, resulting in his being personally indicted by the Justice Department, makes for compelling
and at times poignant reading. Those interested in U. S. history generally or the growth of the legal profession
particular will find much of interest in Mr. Hicks book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. very readable
biography.By twjl like history, so | liked this book very much. VERY READABLE.O of 0 people found the following
review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerWe loved this book. It is beautifully written and thoroughly engaging. | would
read it again.

John E. Parsons. An Eminent New Y orker in the Gilded Age is the captivating biography about the life and times of a
man who was amgjor figurein the history of New Y ork at the turn of the 20th century.An attorney, philanthropist, and
reformer, Parsons held a position of respect among such Gilded Age barons as Morgan, Rockefeller and Carnegie,
helped establish institutions that became the Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science and Art and the Memorial
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, and contributed to amending the citys legal bar association that helped put an end to
the corruption of Boss Tweeds Tammany Hall politicians.When not performing his civic duties, Parsons enjoyed the
country life in his home in Lenox, Massachusetts, where his generosity made him a beloved member of the Berkshire
Hills community.But despite his charitable works, Parsonss role as a trustee for the Sugar Refineries Companyor
Sugar Trustembroiled him in a corporate conspiracy that would threaten to tarnish his reputation as a righteous and
moral activist, and as one of New Y orks greatest unsung heroes. The dramatic story of how he endured the protracted
trial and publicity is a poignant testament to his strength of character and the widespread admiration in which he was
held.

"Thisis areadable and enjoyable biography that enlightens us, telling the story with energy, rhythm and clarity. Right
away, we know we are being let in on agreat story of a man who shaped so much of our world today, offering us a
window into who we are now and how we got here, recognizing our values, and our establishments. Thisisan
important new history, asit has not been written before, and a singular work."--Colin Harrington, Berkshire Eagle



