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John M. Pafford : John Jay: The Forgotten Founder  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised John Jay: The Forgotten Founder: 

7 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Title Change; John Jay: He Was a ChristianBy Jonas PachuskiIf you 
are looking for a biography that has more detail and nuance than what you can find on wikipedia then stay away from 
this book. I have read numerous biographies from this time period and about founding father figures and this is by far 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0788450093


the most disappointing. The author glosses over and spends little time on Jay's career, devoting only a dozen or so 
pages to his time as Chief Justice, a handful of pages on his involvement in writing The Federalist Papers, and a 
similarly brief time to Jay's involvement with Spain and The Treaty of Paris. Instead the author deals in generalities 
and ranks historical figures and judges decisions based solely on whether the figure was acting from a base of 
Christian and Biblical thinking. More often than not the author gives you his thoughts on religion in government as 
opposed to Jay's.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. One StarBy CustomerThe book met minimum 
expectation in that it was more than an outline.7 of 10 people found the following review helpful. A work of 
meticulous scholarshipBy Midwest Book ReviewJohn Jay was one of the founding fathers of the newly announced 
United States of America. Although largely overshadowed today by George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas 
Jefferson, James Madison, John Adams, and Alexander Hamilton, in his day, John Jay was considered by his peers in 
the Continental Congress as the logical successor to George Washington as the chief executor of the fledgling nation. 
Among his many accomplishments were the presidency of the Continental Congress, becoming the minister 
plenipotentiary to Span, and a member of the peace commission which successfully negotiated the 1783 Treaty of 
Paris which had Britain acknowledge the independence of the thirteen colonies. John Jay was also Washington's 
secretary of foreign affairs, co-authored 'The Federalist' papers, serviced as the first chief justice of the Supreme Court, 
and for two terms was the governor of New York. When he retired from political life he became the president of the 
American Bible Society. "John Jay: The Forgotten Founder" by John M. Pafford is a 224-page biography that 
admirably serves to bring the man and his contributions back to the forefront of history along with the story of his life, 
his manifold accomplishments, and his enduring legacy as leader and founder of the American nation. Enhanced with 
a chronology and an extensive bibliography, "John Jay: The Forgotten Founder" is a work of meticulous scholarship 
and well deserving of inclusion in both academic and community library American History and American Biography 
reference collections and supplemental reading lists.

As the third century of American history develops, it is essential to renew our knowledge of and respect for the beliefs 
upon which this country was founded and the great men who propounded them. The most significant Founding Fathers 
of our country include: George Washington, Alexander Hamilton, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, 
Benjamin Franklin, and John Jay. Jay is the least known today; however, in his time, he was considered by many to be 
the logical successor to Washington as chief executive of the new country. Among the positions he held were: 
president of the Continental Congress, minister plenipotentiary to Spain, member of the peace commission which 
negotiated the 1783 Treaty of Paris, secretary for foreign affairs, co-author of The Federalist, first chief justice of the 
United States Supreme Court, and two-term Governor of New York. In retirement, he was president of the American 
Bible Society. This detailed account of John Jay examines his life, his character, and his legacy. A chronology and a 
bibliography enhance the text.


