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Mosk documented his thoughts throughout his life in speeches, public meetings, newspaper columns, articles, letters, 
and over 1400 legal opinions. In spite of this, J. Edgar Hoover also kept files on Stanley Mosk, as he did on others as a 
result of his obsession with, "the communist menace". The authors reviewed a massive amount of material and 
produced a thorough biography of a remarkable man. This book benefited from Professor Uelmen's legal perspective 
as well as the historical research background of Ms. Braitman.Examining Justice Mosk's life and 62 years of public 
service is not possible without including the history and politics in California and the U.S. during that time. Justice 
Mosk influenced history, for example, in his stand for Civil Rights. As Superior Court Judge he ruled against 
covenants of grant deeds restricting resale of property to racial minorities. As California Attorney General he 
challenged the "Caucasian clause" of the PGA, which prevented Charlie Sifford, a successful black golfer, from 
playing in PGA tournaments.The book provides examples of Justice Mosk's writing in legal opinions and their effect. 
His opinions have influenced laws in other states, in addition to U.S. Supreme Court decisions. His dissenting opinions 
are often biting. In reflecting on the value of judicial dissents, he wrote, "...This dissenter speaks of futures, and his 
voice is pitched to a key that will carry through the years."This book gives the reader insight into Justice Stanley 
Mosk, the history and politics of his time, and an appreciation of our legal system.

This is the first biography of Stanley Mosk (1912-2001), iconic protector of civil rights and civil liberties during his 37 
years as a justice of the Supreme Court of California (1964 to 2001). He had quickly risen as a well liked leader 
among Los Angeles reformers, as executive secretary to California governor Culbert Olson and then 16 years as a 
superior court judge. His 1958 election and service as state attorney general soon won national attention and the 
promise of likely election to the U.S. Senate, but an unexpected campaign twist augured a new course. This book 
frames Mosk's Supreme Court years and the landmark cases in which his opinions or biting dissents continue to 
resonate.

"Few jurists have had a more lasting impact on life and law in California than Stanley Mosk. With the publication of 
this biography, the transformative career and fundamental likeability of Justice Mosk now fully becomes part of the 
permanent record of the causes this remarkable man advocated in his lifelong devotion to law, public service, the 
common good, and individual rights." --Kevin Starr, Professor of History, U.S.C.; Author of Americans and the 
California Dream"Stanley Mosk's lengthy career in public service as a courageous trial judge, masterful politician, 
forceful attorney general, and brilliant jurist on California's high court will long be remembered. I look forward to 
reading Braitman and Uelmen's invaluable account of the life of this remarkable man." --Ronald M. George, 27th 
Chief Justice of California (retired)"Stanley Mosk's lengthy career in public service as a courageous trial judge, 
masterful politician, forceful attorney general, and brilliant jurist on California's high court will long be remembered. I 
look forward to reading Braitman and Uelmen's invaluable account of the life of this remarkable man." --Ronald M. 
George, 27th Chief Justice of California (retired)From the Inside FlapThis is the first biography of Stanley Mosk 
(1912-2001), iconic protector of civil rights and civil liberties during his 37 years as a justice of the Supreme Court of 
California (1964 to 2001). He had quickly risen as a well liked leader among Los Angeles reformers, as executive 
secretary to California governor Culbert Olson and then 16 years as a superior court judge. His 1958 election and 
service as state attorney general soon won national attention and the promise of likely election to the U.S. Senate, but 
an unexpected campaign twist augured a new course. This book frames Mosk's Supreme Court years and the landmark 
cases in which his opinions or biting dissents continue to resonate.About the AuthorJacqueline R. Braitman, formerly 
with the department of history and The Center for the Study of Woman at the University of California, Los Angeles, 
has published widely on partisan women and has served as the assistant executive director of the California Supreme 
Court Historical Society. Gerald F. Uelmen is a professor of law (and former law school dean) at Santa Clara 
University. Past president of the California Academy of Appellate Lawyers, California Attorneys for Criminal Justice 
and California Catholic Lawyers Against the Death Penalty, he chairs the editorial advisory committee for California 
Lawyer. 


