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Justices on the Ballot addresses two central questionsin the study of judicial elections: How have state supreme court
elections changed since World War 11? And, what effects have those changes had on election outcomes, state supreme
court decisions, and the public's view of the courts? To answer these questions, Herbert M. Kritzer takes the broadest
scope of any study to date, investigating every state supreme court election between 1946 and 2013. Through an
analysis of voting returns, campaign contributions and expenditures, television advertising, and illustrative case
studies, he shows that elections have become less politicized than commonly believed. Rather, the changes that have
occurred reflect broader trends in American politics, aswell asincreased involvement of state supreme courtsin hot-
button issues.

About the AuthorHerbert M. Kritzer isthe Marvin J. Sonosky Chair of Law and Public Policy at the University of
Minnesota Law School. Over the last twenty years he has conducted research on the American civil justice system
relating to contingency fee legal practice, scientific evidence, and alternative forms of representation, among many
other topics. He is the author of six books, including most recently Risks, Reputations, and Rewards. Contingency Fee
Legal Practicein the United States (2004).



