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From Brand: Left Coast Press : Kennewick Man: Perspectives on the Ancient One (Archaeology Indigenous 
Peoples)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Kennewick 
Man: Perspectives on the Ancient One (Archaeology Indigenous Peoples): 

28 of 49 people found the following review helpful. A Bury all bones and stop the science epistle in 41 chaptersBy 
Rough Customer"Kennewick Man, Perspectives on the Ancient One" is a book for those who cling to the "repatriation 
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movement" even for 9,200 year old skeletons such as the Kennewick Man case. Of the 41 chapters in the book, I found 
only three which were pro-science and leaned toward the idea of preserving early human remains for yet to be 
discovered research methods. The other 38 chapters are the extreme opposite. It appears the editors let almost anyone 
with an axe to grind, be it against Chatters, Jelderks, or archaeology in general have a gallon of ink and paper to vent 
their feelings. The anti-science arguments ranged from technical, to ridiculous. Since each chapter is by a different 
author or group of authors, the arguments and stating of the fact get redundant in short order. Many of the authors on 
chapters are members of various Indian bands/tribes, some from the area of Kennewick, and some from great 
distances. A large number of them are from the Colville tribe. One was even an ex-student of (now deceased) Robson 
Bonnichsen, Ph.D who evidently had a bone to pick with his old prof. Some of the authors are from Canada, Australia, 
South Africa and South America. One of the authors, a member of the Colville tribe and graduate of Dartmouth 
College, compared the curation of the KM skeleton to digging up graves at Arlington National Cemetery.Most of the 
anti-curation authors displayed a decidedly anti-Caucasian and anti-U.S. government sentiments in their writings, yet 
demanded monetary aid and assistance from the U.S. government, federal courts, Corps of Engineers, and archaeology 
professionals.One author went to far as to criticize the U.S. government for using Indian names like Wenatchees for 
tribes rather than "normal description the Indian people had for their clans" such as spider, frog and lizard people. 
There was also the continued insistence that all Native Americans originated on this land mass, and did not migrate 
here from elsewhere. Another interesting NA belief related in the book is that the earth is a bank, and one may deposit 
things in it but not withdraw anything.Almost every chapter starts out with the rehash of the finding of the KM 
remains, the dates, who found what, where they found it, who found what, etc, which most readers of a book of this 
sort already know all to well.One author when referring to Corps of Engineers land always used quotes around the 
word "owned" when he said the Corps "owned" the land, insinuating that the land was not owned by the Corps, and 
implying disdain for the Corps and the concept of law. In the next paragraph he insists that NAGPRA is a "legal 
compact" between Native Americans and the federal government. So the concept of law is legitimate only when it 
suits their purpose.At 298 pages for a soft bound book, and with a price of almost $30, I found this book to be 
extremely expensive and uninformative. I believe the price of the book was determined by charging five cents for each 
time they used the word "indigenous." Most of the same information I have read in other books is again rehashed ad 
nauseam in this book, along with a healthy dose anti-progress dogma, presented by lawyers and others.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Kennewick ManBy Tardis GirlOne thing that I liked about this book was the 
various viewpoints on Kennewick Man (The Ancient One). From Native viewpoints to Anthropological to Lawyer. 
One thing that you have to keep in mind is that people all have different viewpoints on the treatment of Kennewick 
Man.

Kennewick Man, known as the Ancient One to Native Americans, has been the lightning rod for conflict between 
archaeologists and indigenous peoples in the United States. A decade-long legal case pitted scientists against Native 
American communities and highlighted the shortcomings of the Native American Graves and Repatriation Act 
(NAGPRA), designed to protect Native remains. In this volume, we hear from the many sides of this 
issuearchaeologists, tribal leaders, and othersas well as views from the international community. The wider 
implications of the case and its resolution is explored. Comparisons are made to similar cases in other countries and 
how they have been handled. Appendixes provide the legal decisions, appeals, and chronology to allow full 
exploration of this landmark legal struggle. An ideal starting point for discussion of this case in anthropology, 
archaeology, Native American studies, and cultural property law courses. Sponsored by the World Archaeological 
Congress.

"Much relevant scholarship on American Indians today is taking a new approach toward collaborative processes. In 
the best scenario tribal voices are leading the discussion, no longer treated by outside scholars as subjects of interest 
but as scholars themselves and as partners in the discourse. No recent case seems to have had a need for these 
collaborative processes and thoughtful voices to lend themselves to more than that of the case of the Ancient One. The 
contents of this book reveal a connected series of voices, all of which have either a personal stake in or a well-thought-
out and meaningful take on the plight and fate of this nine-thousand-year-old figure. Readers can view this book, with 
its short, palatable essays, metaphorically as a conversation among friends and interested parties who are perhaps 
sitting around a virtual coffee table where serious discussion is taking place, with all of the urgency of life, death, and 
the spiritual realm at stake. The importance of the fact that repatriation is continuing along, progressing from a 
movement to a wellpracticed implementation of tribal rights and sovereignty, is well emphasized among these pages."-
Jennifer Karson Engum, American Indian Quarterly 


