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Mr. Elmer Gertz : To Life: The Story of a Chicago Lawyer  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised To Life: The Story of a Chicago Lawyer: 

Elmer Gertz has defended famous peopleincluding Henry Miller, Nathan Leopold, and Jack Rubyand he has become 
famous in his own right through his struggle for civil liberties and personal rights.Gertz has taken on a lengthy list of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0809316080


cases and causes over the six decades of his legal career. He fought successfully against the censorship of Henry 
Millers book Tropic of Cancer, which had been banned in Chicago for obscenity. He got Nathan Leopold released 
from prison after Leopold had served 34 years for his part in the death of 14-year-old Bobby Franks. An ardent foe of 
the death penalty, Gertz labored for years as part of a national team of lawyers that was finally able to overturn Jack 
Rubys death sentence for the murder of Lee Harvey Oswald. Gertzs cases have helped make libel law in the nation.For 
this edition, Gertz adds an afterword that covers the 15 years since the books first publication. Gertz talks of Henry 
Millers last days and his travels to the USSR on behalf of the Refuseniks.

About the AuthorElmer Gertz has been practicing law since 1930 and is an Adjunct Professor at the John Marshall 
Law School in Chicago. 


