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Taylor MBE[[VIDEOID:mo18BOQJJERYLX8]]A LIFE IN THE LAW, RICHLY LIVED AND ENRICHING 
OTHERS!An appreciation by Phillip Taylor MBE and Elizabeth Taylor of Richmond Green ChambersThis volume is 
a tribute to Lord Bingham, recognized internationally, as well as in the UK, as being one of the most influential judges 
of 20th century through his judicial and academic work during an historical period which has seen much turbulence, 
controversy and change.During his remarkable career Bingham held in succession the two most senior judicial offices 
in England and Wales: Master of the Rolls and Lord Chief Justice, followed by the highest judicial office in the United 
Kingdom, that of Senior Law Lord and an honour by Her Majesty with the Order of a Knighthood of the Garter. 
Through his scholarly writing he was influential, in the early 1990s, in arguing in favour of UK incorporation of the 
European Human Rights Convention and later for the creation of a UK Supreme Court.This book brings together more 
than 50 essays written either by colleagues who have known Bingham, or those who have been influenced by him, 
whether in academia or legal practice. The result is truly diverting, revealing and enlightening, equally for the 
practitioner or indeed the general reader. Certainly the `Biographical Sketch: The Early Years' section of the 
introduction - complete with photographs -- is a riveting read.Even as a schoolboy, Bingham revealed himself as an 
intellectual and academic prodigy, later to develop into a polymath with a formidable range of interests, ambitions and 
achievements. The son of two doctors, one of them, his mother, an American who had grown up on a ranch in 
California, he displayed an array of talents which could have taken him successfully in almost any direction he might 
have wanted to go.As students of poetry, we were intrigued to learn, for example, of his early prowess in that sphere, 
winning an award at school for his poem `Since Sinai' which expresses the theme of God revealed through the beauty 
and power of nature. Subsequently, despite the demands of his profession, he has always found time to write and to 
preside over a number of bodies, including the Hay Festival. It's one of the losses to modern public life that our senior 
judges are not called upon to make more public speeches as the clarity of Bingham's thought (and those of his 
colleagues) is a talent this country vastly under-uses: one day, when others read books like this, the position might 
change, and general communication of information improved from its current woeful state.Full of treasures of 
information and insight -- this book tells in 900 pages, from a number of detailed viewpoints, the story of a life richly 
lived, whose judicial and academic influence has enriched the life of nations worldwide. In particular, you might be 
interested in the intriguingly worded Chapter 9 `What Decisions Should Judges Not Take?' by Jeffrey Jowell. Above 
all, we were impressed with Nicholas Phillips' account of Lord Bingham's reputation for unfailing courtesy, especially 
to members of the Bar who came before him. Would that all judges were like that and we use them more in public 
life!ISBN: 978-01- 995-66181

Tom Bingham is among the most influential judges of the twentieth century, having occupied in succession the most 
senior judicial offices, Master of the Rolls, Lord Chief Justice and, currently, Senior Law Lord. His judicial and 
academic work has deeply influenced the development of the law in a period of substantial legal change. In particular 
his role in establishing the new UK Supreme Court, and his views on the rule of law and judicial independence have 
left a profound mark on UK constitutional law. He has also been instrumental in championing the academic and 
judicial use of comparative law, through his judicial work and involvement with the British Institute of International 
and Comparative Law. This volume collects around fifty essays from colleagues and those influenced by Lord 
Bingham, from across academia and legal practice. The essays survey Lord Bingham's pivotal role in the 
transformations that have taken place in the legal system during his career.

"The book is immensely rich. Anyone reading it from cover to cover will be well informed on all the great issues of 
the day." --Joshua Rozenberg, Gazette, July 2009"Full of treasures of information and insight--this book tells in 900 
pages, from a number of detailed viewpoints, the story of a life richly lived, whose judicial and academic influence has 
enriched the life of nations worldwide." --Phillip Taylor MBE and Elizabeth Taylor, Richmond Green Chambers, 
London"It is a book which must have given huge pleasure to its dedicatee and will also be much enjoyed by a wider 
readership...It draws together an array of judicial, academic and practising great and good (from the United Kingdom, 
Europe, the Commonwealth and the United States) to provide an impressive range of writing on matters of 
contemporary legal concern" --Chris Himsworth, University Of Edinburgh, Edinburgh Law vol 14"No lawyer sensible 
and curious enough to purchase the book will go away intellectually empty-handed" --C.J.S. Knight, Law Quarterly 
"The essays are grouped under five broad heads: the rule of law and the role of law; the independence and organisation 
of the courts; European and international law in national courts; commercial law and globalisation; and comparative 
law in the courts. Most of the contributions have a personal touch which makes for very interesting reading (and sets 
the book apart from a number of other festschriften). An excellent biographical sketch, by Ross Cranston, reminds 
readers of Bingham's rich and busy life and career and his numerous achievements. Lord Phillips of Matravers writes 
movingly about Bingham's courtesy and compares him with that other giant of the modern legal scene, Lord 
Denning...this volume is guaranteed a wide audience, spanning the length and breadth of the Commonwealth." --
Journal of the Commonwealth Lawyers' Association"The arc of the book is ambitious...it represents an impressive 
achievement...The essays in this book are there to be dipped into and enjoyed for their own sake as much as that of the 



collection as a whole...A number of essays stand out in particular as worth seeking out first...aims to make a different 
contribution to legal scholarship...It reflects a judicial career which was characterised in great measure by a 
government which initially promoted human rights, then sought to reside as far as possible from them in the name of 
fighting terrorism" --Thom Dyke, Public LawAbout the AuthorProfessor Andenas has been the Director of the 
Norwegian Center for Human Rights (NCHR) since 2008. He holds the degrees of Cand jur (Oslo), Ph D (Cambridge) 
and MA and DPhil (Oxford). He has held a number of senior academic appointments in the United Kingdom, 
including as Director of the British Institute of International and Comparative Law, London and Director of the Center 
of European Law at King's College, University of London. He remains a Fellow of the Institute of European and 
Comparative Law, University of Oxford and at the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, School of Advanced Studies, 
University of London. Duncan Fairgrieve is Fellow in Comparative Law and Director of the Tort Law Center at the 
British Institute of International and Comparative Law. He is also Matre de Confrences at Sciences Po, Paris. He holds 
degrees from Oxford, London and Paris. 


