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Gari Carter : Troubled State: Civil War Journals of Franklin Archibald Dick  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Troubled State: Civil War Journals of Franklin 
Archibald Dick: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Riviting diary by a man who feared that the wrong side was 
winningBy Kindle CustomerI rate this book 5 stars because it kept me inside the history of the time, written by a 
person who had no idea of how it turned out and feared the worst. The journal shows the deepest concerns of a man, 
Archibald Dick, over his country, his family and at times his safety. His frustration and fears are recorded real-time 
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through the tension of civil unrest in Missouri, the assasination of President Lincoln at Ford's theatre and the war that 
threatened the existence of the Republic.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Written by Franklin 
Archibald Dick, a St. Louis attorney, Union officer, and provost marshal generalBy Midwest Book ReviewTroubled 
State: Civil War Journals of Franklin Archibald Dick is a collection of private journals written by Franklin Archibald 
Dick, a St. Louis attorney, Union officer, and provost marshal general. Assiduously assembled by Franklin Dick's 
great-great-granddaughter Gari Carter, Troubled State offers a firsthand view of historical events such as the early 
Camp Jackson incident (during which he was Captain Lyon's assistant adjutant general). Dick was concerned about the 
slow progression and horrendous cost of the civil war; witnessing the divided city of St. Louis broke his heart, and 
journals reflect his progression from optimism to grave doubts about the future. Thoughtfully annotated and 
supplemented with brief biographies as well as a family genealogy and bibliography, Troubled State is a welcome 
addition to Civil War primary source shelves.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Personal Civil War 
StoryBy D. BrewingtonThis book is an authentic, first person account of the Civil War situation in Missouri from 
1861 to 1865. It is taken from the hand written journals of Franklin Archibald Dick, and compiled by his great,great 
granddaughter, Gari Carter.The journals are an amazing, new and primary source of information on the Civil War. 
They are his personal notes on the War, the U.S. economy and global politics of the era. He was a perceptive attorney 
and Union officer, and recorded his day-to-day experiences in the Troubled State JournalsIf you want a close-up 
account of the Civil War story in the state of Missouri, directly from a man who was there, read this book.

Buried for years in family files, this important firsthand Civil War account of Franklin Dick's experiences as Missouri 
assistant adjunct general and provost marshal general gives a new view of politics, power, and divided loyalties in the 
state of Missouri. It is filled with the intrigue and emotion of major Civil War figures Nathaniel Lyon, Montgomery 
Blair, John C. Fremont, and Abraham Lincoln, Troubled State is a new resource for library collections, historians and 
Civil War buffs.

A benefit to scholars and buffs alike, the journals of Franklin Dick offer readers a different perspective on the Civil 
War from the contested and bloody battleground that was Missouri. The diaries provide valuable insights on how 
Unionists reacted to the shifting fortunes of war in Missouri and in St. Louis in particular, and how the life of a St. 
Louis attorney-turned-provost-marshal changed for all time. The annotations are helpful without being obtrusive, 
allowing Dick's personality to come through. --David Goldfield, University of North Carolina-CharlotteDick's writings 
are an unusual addition to Civil War literature, valuable for their portrayal of how the war impacted one man in a 
politically divided border state. --M. Jane Johansson, Kansas History, Spring 2009Gari Carter, the great-great-
granddaughter of Franklin Dick and custodian of his wartime journals, has painstakingly transcribed and annotated 
them into a vivid, accessible, often surprising first-person account of the war in Missouri. --St. Louis Post-
DispatchAbout the AuthorSteeped in family history from a young age, Gari Carter spent ten years researching family 
documents for Troubled State. Her first book, Healing Myself, was written after her life-changing auto accident. She is 
a dynamic public speaker for varied audiences, and lives in North Carolina. 


