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Andrew B. Israel : Using the Law: Practical Decision Making in Mental Health  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Using the Law: Practical Decision Making in Mental 
Health: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Many times I hated not just this bookBy LuvMyThe course was 
hard. Many times I hated not just this book, but life itself. Ripping the hair off my arm seemed more merciful. Frankly 
this course should be used as a CIA torture device. Or a way to drive people insane. It really is that awful. Unless you 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0190616164


are deviant who enjoys intricate things with no right answers just for the sake of fun debate. Blah ha ha. Either way, 
don't expect any book on this topic to be a dummy's guide. Stay at a Holiday Inn express. Maybe you'll understand it. 
This book is likely as good as it's gonna get to simplify this course. My book had about a thousand post its with notes. 
Why? Well you know the image of a dead horse? Yeah they beat it INTO the ground making explanations. And when 
you're doing, you're wondering where the day went. I can almost speed read and twenty pages took me two days. 
That's about a chapter. Why? Well I'd read an except, eat massive chocolates, roam the house like a prison, banged my 
head, dreamed with my eyes open....Still, the authors tried. One book. One course... You haven't learned a thing. But 
you can sit and listen to professors have a discussion and understand 10%. You can read a scholarly article and say, 
hey, I recall that word. I don't know how the heck they did the math, but I know they have nifty computers to do that 
quantitative research. Hahahahahaha.Read it anyway. If you decide you want a DSW, you'll do research til you croak. 
Or if you desperately want an answer to some complex puzzle, you'll have to align with a senior social worker and do 
this. You'll only learn this by doing. And even then, a lifetime of doing and you won't perfect it. But you gotta start 
somewhere.So yes, I hated this book, mainly because the work was just impossibly hard. But that wasn't the books 
fault. That was the fault of my hard head, exhaustion and difficult concepts. Now that I'm on the other side, I'll hide 
the book awhile, forget the agony of it, and enjoy reading scholarly articles with more insight and a frame of reference. 
I can't judge the authors on the material, only their take on it, and it wasn't bad. I don't know anything about anything 
still, but I can pretend as if I had stayed at the holiday inn express.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Invaluable resourceBy RCThis book offers a readable, helpful system for responding to everyday practice problems 
that occur in mental health. I was searching for a reference that I could use in both the vocational rehabilitation and 
PreK-12 system that approaches law and ethics as related and interdependent subjects. The decision-making 
framework with relevant case examples has been invaluable because it's applicable and easy for me to reference. The 
real bonus for me was when I found a website created by Dr. Israel (mentalhealthlaw.us) that is designed to allow 
mental health counselors in all fields to post ethical dilemmas or questions for discussion and receive feedback from 
other professionals based on the law, ethics and cultural dynamics. A really helpful reference tool and 
guidebook!M.Ed K-12 School Counselor and Certified Rehabilitation Counselor, WA.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. It is in great shape. We have not started using this book ...By Nicki M.i bought this book for 
school. It is in great shape. We have not started using this book yet in class. I have only glance through the pages.

Every day mental health professionals are faced with making practice decisions involving cultural, ethical, moral, 
regional, personal, and legal considerations. Using the Law: Practical Decision Making in Mental Health shows 
readers how to resolve practice problems efficiently through a structured application of legal principles. Writing for 
the various disciplines that face such complex decisions, Israel pulls from the codes of ethics of the American 
Psychological Association, the National Association of Social Workers, and the National Board of Certified 
Counselors. Using the Law presents a unique unified perspective that stresses the integration of the fundamental legal, 
ethical, cultural, and pragmatic factors influencing practice.Written in a clear and direct style, this book is ideal for 
both instructors of law and ethics classes in social work, psychology, counseling, and other mental health academic 
programs as well as private practitioners, agency personnel, and administrators in mental health professions.

"Using the Law moves us one step closer to resolving practice dilemmas with much greater confidence. This book 
establishes the need for a usable application of laws for human service practice and provides a critical context beyond 
the human service profession's call for evidence-basedpractice. It correctly points out the lack of uniformity in 
managing professional dilemmas across the wide array of human service professions. The legal discourse reflects 
flexible and adaptive qualities that will benefit any professional human service practitioner or students pursuing a 
career inhuman services. It is well written, easy to read, and well organized." --Robert Ortega, University of 
MichiganAbout the AuthorAndrew B. Israel (JD, Syracuse University College of Law; MSW, New Mexico Highlands 
University) is associate professor at New Mexico Highlands University School of Social Work and served as associate 
dean from 2005-2010. Prior to his teaching career, he practiced law in New Mexico mainly in the areas of civil rights, 
child welfare, and domestic relations, and is a past director of the State Bar of New Mexico Section on Public Law. He 
is both a licensed attorney and social worker and is active as a researcher, lecturer, and consultant in the areas of 
forensic mental health issues and law-based decision making in the mental health professions. Israel maintains a 
website dedicated to the interrelationship of ethics and law in practice aT http://www.mentalhealthlaw.us/. 


