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Cass R. Sunstein : Valuing Life: Humanizing the Regulatory State  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Valuing Life: Humanizing the Regulatory State: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent for tentative evaluatorsBy Michael AdairThe book does an 
excellent job of offering a case study of effect process and outcome evaluation. An interesting aspect is the role cost 
benefit analysis as in the review and comment process.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Very 
interesting but dryBy DavidValuing Life is a very interesting and insightful look into the Office of Information and 
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Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) but it falls short on engagement. It explores many of the fundamental guidelines that 
regulations are built upon, the biases and issues that get in the way of effective regulation, and the difficulty associated 
with properly weighing and balancing things that are qualitatively different.I'd imagine this would be a great book to 
give to anyone on their first day at OIRA but unless you have a very strong interest in the subject-matter, the book will 
be difficult to get through. If you've read any of the author's other works, you likely know what you're getting yourself 
in for - it is exhaustively researched (as evidenced by the extensive footnotes), has crisp and direct prose, and focuses 
on important issues but the book is likely to put most people to sleep due to the author's very academic writing style. 
It's more akin to a textbook than Gladwell-ian in style.Overall, this is an area of interest of mine and I found the book 
very worth my time but I wouldn't recommend it to someone who didn't share my interest.2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Sunstein is my favourite academic and has made a big influence on my ...By daniel 
michaelSunstein is my favourite academic and has made a big influence on my way of thinking. Unfortunately, I 
always get disappointed from his books; to clarify, its completely my fault. This book (and several others) are just 
compilations and slightly edited versions of his papers, which I have already read.If anyone is interested in cost benefit 
analysis and regulatory policy and hasn't already read all of Sunstein's work, this book is worth reading.

The White House Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) is the United Statess regulatory overseer. In 
Valuing Life, Cass R. Sunstein draws on his firsthand experience as the Administrator of OIRA from 2009 to 2012 to 
argue that we can humanize regulationand save lives in the process. As OIRA Administrator, Sunstein helped oversee 
regulation in a broad variety of areas, including highway safety, health care, homeland security, immigration, energy, 
environmental protection, and education. This background allows him to describe OIRA and how it worksand how it 
can work betterfrom an on-the-ground perspective. Using real-world examples, many of them drawn from todays 
headlines, Sunstein makes a compelling case for improving cost-benefit analysis, a longtime cornerstone of regulatory 
decision-making, and for taking account of variables that are hard to quantify, such as dignity and personal privacy. 
He also shows how regulatory decisions about health, safety, and life itself can benefit from taking into account 
behavioral and psychological research, including new findings about what scares us, and what does not. By better 
accounting for peoples fallibility, Sunstein argues, we can create regulation that is simultaneously more human and 
more likely to achieve its goals. In this highly readable synthesis of insights from law, policy, economics, and 
psychology, Sunstein breaks down the intricacies of the regulatory system and offers a new way of thinking about 
regulation that incorporates human dignity and an insistent focus on the consequences of our choices.

There are many economists, philosophers, and legal scholars who write about the value of human life and how to 
incorporate it into policy, but few of them have actually put this into practice in a government position. The most 
prominent scholar to do so is Cass Sunstein, whose latest book, Valuing Life: Humanizing the Regulatory State, 
provides an invaluable perspective from someone who has experience in both the academic and policy realms. . . . In 
Valuing Life, Sunstein surveys a wide range of practical research and real-life policymaking in his characteristically 
lucid style, offering a candid and humble account of his administrative tenure in Washington. He performs an 
invaluable service in revealing how government regulators balance pragmatic concerns of resource scarcity with 
principled ideals of respect and dignity. 


