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Employing an international and comparative analysis of international law as well as the domestic legal regimes of
selected jurisdictions, i.e., China, South Africaand South Australia, Water Rights - An International and Comparative
Study identifies the essential elements awell-structured water rights system, which ensures that the multiple functions
of water resources are reasonably balanced, and the competing water needs are properly taken into consideration, and
under which the economic, social and environmental values of water resources co-exist equitably in harmony. This
book isthe first to discuss water rights halisticaly, i.e., putting the three aspects of water rights (the property right of
water resources, the human right to water and the environmental right to water) into a single, well-organised water
rights system under the principle of sustainable development. Following the Introduction, Water Rights has six
chapters. Chapter Two develops an analytical approach to be applied in the following four chapters. After the
problems concerning water rights in China are identified, the three aspects of water rights both in international law and
domestic water laws of South Africaand South Australia are discussed. In Chapter Six, principles and structure that
should be employed for designing an ideal water rights system or improving and perfecting an existing one are
recommended. With these recommendations, the definitions of water resources and the three aspects of water rights
are analysed. Specific amendments to the China Water Law 2002 are proposed. Finally, this work concludes with
explanations of the basis for the recommendations presented. This book will be avaluable reference for al those
concerned with water rights, including lawyers, hydrologists and water resources managers.



