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Child Poverty Action Group : Welfare Benefits and Tax Credits Handbook 2017/18  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Welfare Benefits and Tax Credits Handbook 
2017/18: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. AS CLEAR AND CRISP A STATEMENT AS YOU CAN GET.By 
Phillip Taylor MBEAS CLEAR AND CRISP A STATEMENT AS YOU CAN GET.WITH THE NEW CPAG 
BENEFITS CREDITS HANDBOOK FOR 2017 TO 2018An appreciation by Elizabeth Robson Taylor of Richmond 
Green Chambers and Phillip Taylor MBE, Head of Chambersand Reviews Editor, The BarristerIts always a pleasure 
to review any work from the Child Poverty Action Group (CPAG). This is especially so with the new 2017 to 2018 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1910715239


edition (the nineteenth) of their seminal work on Welfare Benefits and Tax Credits edited by 20 experts in the field.Do 
read the Foreword written by CPAG Chief Executive, Alison Garnham. She writes that whilst universal credit may be 
coming, its clear that its hamstrung by severe funding, policy design and practical problems. She goes on to say that its 
revolutionary promises have long faded. Of course, the problems go deeper because we face what she describes as the 
very real prospect of a large, single and flawed means test bearing down on working -age families. Ominously, she 
concludes that we are running out of time to avert a crash landing. So thankfully we have the CPAG publications as 
the best way through the current benefits mire.And this work remains the bestselling Handbook from CPAG. It is 
known as the 'adviser's bible' and continues to review all the recent changes to welfare benefits, and those that are still 
in progress for us as users of the system. It also highlights tactical information on common problem areas and how to 
challenge decisions which we find one of the most useful aspects of this series of books.The new edition for 2017/18 
offers the latest information on universal credit, personal independence payment, the 'bedroom tax' and benefit cap. 
The editors have updated information on the new claimant responsibilities and sanctions regime as well.Fortunately, it 
remains an annual Handbook which provides the most comprehensive coverage available of all social security benefits 
and tax credits. The book is fully indexed and cross-referenced throughout to the relevant legislation in over 1,700 
pages.The jurisdiction covers England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. Its users include welfare rights advisers, 
lawyers, social workers, housing and benefits staff in local authorities, health visitors, union officials and claimants so 
there is something for everyone.You will find this book in all Citizens Advice Bureaux as part of their standard 
information package. Benefit rates and regulations are changed every April, which means that anyone needing reliable 
and up-to-date guidance will need to replace their old edition with this fully revised April 2017 edition.As far as we 
know, it is the only one to be published at the same time as the new benefit rates and regulations come into force - thus 
giving readers a full twelve months of usage.The final word is with Alison Garnham who reminds us that CPAGs 
urgent role continues to be to work with advisers around the country, with CABs and in advice centres, in local 
government and in the voluntary sector. The aim, as always, is to secure improvements to protect families as much as 
we can and they do just that.And just as this book is indispensable the welfare rights movement is too which is why 
this book has pride of place on our bookshelf.The law covered in this book is correct as at 6th March 2017 and 
includes regulations laid up to this date.

Our bestselling Handbook - known as the 'adviser's bible' - covers all the recent changes to welfare benefits, and those 
that are still in progress. It highlights tactical information on common problem areas and how to challenge 
decisions.This new edition includes the latest information on universal credit, personal independence payment, the 
'bedroom tax' and benefit cap. It has updated information on the new claimant responsibilities and sanctions 
regimeThis annual Handbook provides the most comprehensive coverage available of all social security benefits and 
tax credits. The book is fully indexed and cross-referenced throughout to the relevant legislation. It covers England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.Users include welfare rights advisers, lawyers, social workers, housing and 
benefits staff in local authorities, health visitors, union officials and claimants. The Handbook is supplied to all 
Citizens Advice Bureaux as part of their standard information package. Benefit rates and regulations are changed 
every April, which means that anyone needing reliable and up-to-date guidance will need to replace their old edition 
with this fully revised April 2017 edition. This Handbook is the only one to be published at the same time as the new 
benefit rates and regulations come into force - thus giving readers a full twelve months of usage.

"The best value in publishing" - (Solicitors Journal) "Written with unsurpassed clarity... essential" - (Family Law) 
"The most complete guide to social security benefits" - (Sunday Times) "Sets the standard by which work in this field 
is judged" - (Public Law Project) "The one thing that can be relied on in this ever changing world of welfare is 
CPAG's indispensable handbook ... the adviser's bible" - ((The Adviser (Citizens Advice journal))About the 
AuthorThe Handbook is written by a panel of 11 welfare benefits specialists, of whom around half work at CPAG. 


