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Horst Fischer : Yearbook of International Humanitarian Law - Volume 3 2000 before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Y earbook of International Humanitarian Law - VVolume

32000:

Milestones, particularly those as specia as the twin-birth of a new century and
millenium,lendthemsel vestorhapsodyandtheurgetosay somethingpositiveand forward-looking. The Y earbook is not


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=9067041408

merely succumbing to this tendency, however, when it observes that, in some important respects, 2000 proved itself an
auspiciousopening. Therewasaflurryofactivityamongstatestoimplementint- national humanitarian law (IHL), most of it
aconsequence of states ratifying the several humanitarian law treaties that were concluded in the late-Nineties. States
are starting to indicate that they are taking humanitarian law, and parti-

larlyitspenal provisions,moreseri ouslythanhitherto. Agrowingnumberofstates are amending their penal codes (or
examining the need to do so) to criminalise 3 serious breaches of humanitarian law. A major incentive is the need for
states wishingtoenterintothel nternational Criminal Court(I CC)regime,andtotakeful | advantage of the principle of
complementarity, to adjust their national law to the requirements of the Rome Statute. This can be a one, two or
several step process, and the legal and constitutional obstacles and challenges vary widely from state to state.
Particularly encouraging are early signs that some states have been prepared

togobeyondthesubstantivel awasl ai ddownintheStatuteto,forinstance,provide 4 broader definitions of crimes.
Ratification and implementation of the ICC Statute presents a unique opportunity for states to contribute to the
progressive develop- 5 mentof customaryinternational criminallaw. Giventhefactthatratificationofthe Statute has been
proceeding apace, and that it is expected to come into force in 2002, much more activity in this sphere can be expected
in the next few years. We may then see the emergence of layers or parallel systems of criminal enforcement of
humanitarian law: by ad hoc international courts, the ICC and by states.
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